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Head Teacher’s Letter

Dear Parent/Guardian

On Tuesday, 17"
November 2009 the
official opening of our
new school building took
place in our Assembly
Hall. In all, 200 people
came along, including a
large number of parents
and former pupils who
responded to our open
invitation. It was great to
see so many of them
there. In addition, the full
Pupil Council was also in
attendance.

The “Official Speaker’s
Speech” was delivered
by Mr Bill MacNab, a
former pupil of the
school. Mr MacNab
attended Clydebank High
School between 1951-
1957 and still today
speaks very supportively
of the high quality of
education that he
received. | feel that it

was important for
someone like Mr
MacNab to play a key
role in this event because
Clydebank High School
has been such a
significant player on the
Clydebank stage for so
many years now.

What’s more, Mr
MacNab is one of a large
group of our former
pupils who can act as
such a positive role-
model to our current
pupils. He is the
founding director of a
highly specialised
medical products
company and over the
last 20 years he has built
a world-wide presence
for his clinical nutrition
products. At the end of
this Newsletter you will
also find other
photographs from the
same evening.

The new school
continues to impress
everyone who visits it
and all those of us who
work in it. While the
building has been open
and functioning for a few
months now, we are still
striving to make use of
all the facilities at our
disposal. At the moment,
we want to make more
effective use of our 4
large plasma screens; we
are still waiting for our
war memorial to be wall-
mounted ; our honours
boards have still to be
put in place. I will keep
you up to date with these
and other projects over
the coming months.

In the meantime, | hope
that you enjoy reading
this latest Newsletter.

Yours sincerely

Stewart Young

VAV IV VN VIV VN IV T I T T I T T T I T T T ey
o e

I3
ne
™
)

o . , .
¢ This year's concert will take place on Thursday 17 December at 7.30 pm

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

3]
15
™

o in the Assembly Hall. o
PN s
o )
" "
i~ All parents, family and friends are warmly invited. As always, entry will be i~
b . b
o free but we will ask for o
PN s
© a donation towards the work of the Music Department! o
o) g
M . . M
v Please note: Our assembly hall in the new school is much smaller than our &
P . . . . e
© previous hall. Come early to avoid disappointment! ©
«r: D an Hoaal el el aal an Hoael and el e i an Hoaad aad et i Traa and toanl el vt Tna S e S e S S T e v S x»é“x«:
IV 0V OV IV GV (0 0V OV 08 0V OV 0V GV (0 8V OV (8 6V OV 08 6V 08 0V OV (8 gV 08 0V 0V 0% 0V €8 48 ¢V (% ¢y

Inside this issue:

Special points of interest:

= Outward Bound Classic Course

CHS Magazines 2 « Communication

Parent Council 3 » Reporting & Assessment
S4 Prelims 4 « Caledonian Ball
Pupil s’ Achi 5 me R Norfay 2009
Employability Skills 8/9

Auschwitz 10/11 * Credit Union

Official Opening Ceremony 12 + Diary Dates




History, Enterprise, Fund Raising

I have talked a lot over the years about
the history of Clydebank High School
and the service that the school has
delivered to the town of Clydebank. |
am delighted to report that a particular
group of FPs is now returning the
favour by giving the school a great deal
of help. The people in question all
graduated from Clydebank High just
over 50 years ago.

Here is what they are doing to help us:

. The group had a reunion dinner
in September and passed on a
very generous cheque to the
school fund.

. One of their number, Mr Bill
MacNab, was the guest of
honour at our official school
opening on 17" November and
delivered a keynote speech on
the school’s behalf.

£16
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One of their number, Mr Drew
McGhie, has undertaken a

massive project to produce a

book that consists of all of the .
magazines (yearbooks) from the

1950s i.e. 1950-1959. The end

result is a
fascinating social
history of the
period that will be
of huge interest to
anyone who was
involved in
Clydebank High
School at that
time. This book is now available
to buy at a cost of £16. Orders
can be made in the first instance
by contacting Mrs Diane Cramb
in the school office on 0141 530
3000. This would make a
fantastic birthday or Christmas
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Clydebank High School Magazines

1950

“all graduat
High just over 50 years ago

present for anyone connected
with the school. I thoroughly
recommend it to you.
Although the book contains
the material from the 1950s
magazines, it has been
completely re-printed so
it is tremendously fresh
and modern looking.
rgw McGhie has p p
u‘ge aﬁoﬁn o?@ffo#? ydeb:
into this book. Please
support him and his
colleagues by buying it!
Any profit made will be
handed over to Clydebank High
School where it will be used to
finance some new school
awards.
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Remembrance

Day

Remembrance Day without a
war memorial. | have to admit
that I didn’t like this prospect,
simply because our war
memorial has always provided
the focus for our thoughts and
attention at our Armistice
service for so many years.

This year, instead, we used a
vase of massive red poppies,
created for the occasion by Mr
Hunter’s PSHE class. They
were hugely effective,
particularly as we listened to
Lucy Elder and Paul McNair
recite the poem “Shooting
Stars™ all about the horrific
loss of life in Auschwitz.
(Lucy and Paul had actually
represented Clydebank High
on a visit to Auschwitz in

Parent Council

earlier in the year).

Mr Hamilton, one of our
chaplaincy team, led a short
service as we remembered
the sacrifice that our
forefathers made for us and
our contemporaries are still
making to make sure that we
maintain our freedom. The
service ended with a 2-
minute silence.

In all, there were about 70
people in attendance at this
service, pupils and staff. On
behalf of everyone | would
like to thank Mr Hamilton
for his thoughtfulness and
willingness to give up his
time to come into school.
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Communication

Our Parent Council has
had a new lease of life!
Many thanks to those
parents who responded to
the school’s request for
more members. Obviously,
we like to work on the
basis: the more, the
merrier. It is particularly
important to us that we
have a good representative
range of parents, covering
all ages and stages.

As a result of our very
successful recruitment
drive, the Parent Council
now looks as follows:

Lorraine Bonnar (Chair)
Gary Bowers (Vice Chair)

Stuart Stevenson Sheila White
Alistair Liddell Wendy Cox
Anne Lawson Tracy Todd

Carolann Hardy Stella McBeth

Danny McDonald

Elaine Forsyth
Heather Gault
Jackie Cumming
Jacqueline Smith
Jacqui McCormack
June Hepburn
Karen Ferris
Lorna Chalmers
Mangala Fwati
Marc Carr
Michelle Brand
Michelle Paton
Pauline Scholes
Sharon Quinn

Our new minutes secretary
this year is Steph Richards
who works in our school
office. If you have any
issues that you want to raise
at Council, you can either
contact us via Steph in the
office (533 3000) or you can
speak to one of the parent
members.

Where possible all
communication e.g.

6Change of Leve
Recommendati ons

6Nati onal Assess

O Homewor k Al ert

between parents of senior
pupils, S4- 6, and school will
now be sent via email.

If you have not already
notified the school of your
email address please do so
now by sending in a note to
the office. Thank you.

Staffing

Reporting & Assessment

One of the recent events that took
place in the school was the
appointment of a new Depute Head
Teacher, following Mrs Robertson’s
move to The Vale Of Leven
Academy in August. 2 members of
the Parent Council, Lorraine Bonnar
and Gary Bowers, were trained
specially to take part in the interview

panel. After a gruelling day’s work,
the interview panel decided to offer
the permanent post to Mr John
Hand. Obviously, | am delighted
with this outcome as I know all too
well what skills Mr Hand can bring
to the post.

All S4/S5/S6 pupils now have a full
assessment and reporting calendar
for this session. This will allow them
to plan their work (e.g. for NABs in
S5/S6) well in advance. The
document also gives full details of
the prelim arrangements this
session.

ISSUE 3
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S4 Prelims

The prelims are approaching fast.

Parents, please make sure that you
support your child to make sure that he/
she does as well as he/she possibly can.

For further advice, please look back to
Newsletter 2, available on the school’s
website:

clydebankhigh.org.uk

Supported Study

4 staff from a company called “Tree Of
Knowledge” have already taken all
members of our S4 through a series of
workshops, aimed at motivating our
pupils and helping them to establish
good study techniques and good study
habits.

The pupils seemed to enjoy these
workshops.

Now all they have to do is put the
theory into practice and work really
hard for their prelim exams.

These prelim exams count ; they are
every bit as important as the SQA
examinations in May.

Pupils and parents ignore these at their
peril.

In Newsletter 2, | printed the details of
this session’s Supported Study
programme (available via the school’s
website).

| also emphasised the importance of
pupils’ attendance at these sessions to
maximise their chances of success. |

Apology

was therefore appalled when | heard
about the level of attendance in some
classes, even among certain top sections
in certain subjects.

Supported Study is vital for achieving
success; Supported Study should be a
priority for every pupil in S4/S5/S6. If it

In the last Newsletter | published a list
of S6 pupils who had started courses in
Higher Education. This was actually a
list of pupils who had found their
courses via UCAS (Universities and
Colleges Admissions Service), which
covers the vast majority of youngsters
across the country.

However, this meant that one pupil’s
name was missed out because she had

Caledonian Ball

This year Scotland week is
Monday 23 - Friday 27 Nov,
culminating in the event of
the century "The Caledonian
Ball" on Friday 27 November.

So everyone . .

those brogues and

practising some Scottish reels.

Tickets on sale at the
school office £10

. get dusting
down those sporrans, polishing

applied to her course via CATCH for a
BSc in Midwifery at University of the
West of Scotland.

My apologies therefore go to Kelsey
Scott for inadvertently missing her
name out. I’'m sure we all wish Kelsey
every success in the future.

is not, then that young person is
increasing the risk of failure, failure in
examinations, and failure in the longer
term in his/her career. Surely it makes
sense to attend as many sessions as
possible.

Page 4
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Pupils’ Achievements

Norway 2009

In July of this year | represented Scotland at an International Scouting Camp in Norway. This opportunity was
brought to me through Girlguiding UK. In order to go on this trip I had to go through two nerve-racking
weekend long selections - one at county level and the next at National, with around 40 other girls from all over
Scotland. Coincidently 1 received the letter to let me know that 1 had been selected to represent Scotland on
the day of the School Ceilidh last year.

On 3" July 2009 I met the 9 other girls and 3 leaders at Edinburgh airport to fly to Oslo. From there we then
travelled to our camp in a small town called Andalsnes. We spent a week in camp doing activities such as
swimming in a fjord surrounded by the most amazing scenery, flat surface rock climbing, playing volleyball until
lam in the midnight sun, dancing - badly - on Norwegian TV, capsizing in a fast flowing Norwegian fjord and
playing a bugle for the last night of the camp to mark the final lowering of the colours.

After the camp we spent 3 days in Trondheim, then a final night in Oslo. Trondheim was a really interesting
place. We stayed in the 'slum’ areg, in a hostel which during the year is used as a student union, except in the
summer. We spent the time doing typical tourist things, including shopping. Norway is extremely expensive. On
average it works out around £10.50 for a big mac meal, and around £5 for a basic hot-chocolate, however, for
stores which we have here i.e. Oasis and Accessorize it works out cheaper in Norway, if only it could be that
way for everything! After our final days were spent together we headed home on the 15" July, to meet our
families and head home for our first proper hot shower in two weeks!

i3
////B\} The Lord Taverners National Enterprising Maths Competition
e iq 3BL1S | Wheelchair Basketball Congratulations to Beth McManus, Dale Dorrian,
ouglas G eﬂ gt\’\e ACE | Nati_onal _Junior Nicola Mitchell and Jack Skinner for taking part
xaking P res poﬂ"o \ Championships 2009 in the final of the National Enterprising
\/ouﬂ\ well done \\ Congratulations to Mathematics Competition at Glasgow University
this yearl- o | David Brockett 4C1 on 5 November. The pupils were a credit to the
i DOug\a ' who was selected to school and enjoyed the challenging maths puzzles
| represent Scotland they had to work through. This was a good
| \ tpU der 19 level at opportunity to compete against other schools in
| /j at Under evela Scotland and show off our problem solving skills.
\ /////// the above Well done!
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Outward Bound Classic Course

A day-by-day account of my entire course experience:

Day 1:

Day 2:

Days
3,4,5:

Day 6:

Day 7:

Day 8:

Day 9:

Day 10:

Day 11:

Day 12:

A whole new world had been opened up to me on arriving at the Loch Eil Centre, near Fort William. I was slightly
apprehensive at the thought of being away an entire three weeks, but when I met my new "clan" mates from all
over Europe and Britain, | was sure | was going to enjoy the course.

We met our instructor for the first time, called George, and spent the day getting to know one another by doing
interesting team building activities, before we were stunned in the evening by being told we were preparing to go
canoeing for the next three days!

Proved to be exceptionally difficult getting used to canoeing for on average seven pain-staking hours a day; in such
beautiful scenery. Adapting to the sheer lack of food also proved to be very hard on this expedition, with only the
bare minimum to survive on. Returning to base was brilliant though, just the thought of a cooked meal drove us

on.

We went abseiling and rock climbing in the mountains close to Ben Nevis. However, the excitement of the day
drained away quickly, as | had to be hospitalized after smashing both my arms against a rock face. Luckily nothing
was broken, but the pain was immense and made me want to go home.

Decided to stay and took things a little easier. We spent the day doing more team building exercises, which
included scaling a sixty foot tree of all things! | ended up going up there first and was literally trapped, as some of
the girls and the Spaniard Jaime emphasised
only when up there they had a fear of heights.
We ended up getting emergency lifts down!

Surprisingly, we ventured to a secluded
little beach, called Smizery Beach for the
day. Excellent for relaxing, but it left many
of my team mates with sunburn!

Today proved to be the turning point of my
entire experience... because it was the day
we scaled the rock face of Ben Nevis. We
literally clawed our way up all 1,344 metres
of the North face, to experience the breath-
taking views at the summit of the
marvellous spectacle! It was utterly
remarkable, and made me feel that | had
truly achieved something wonderful.

We climbed back down Ben Nevis from our
campsite, with our backs in agony at the
amount of equipment we carried.

The majority of the day was spent Gorge
walking - which was absolutely freezing but at
the same time amazing! The evening was .
spent apprehensively preparing for our solo
expeditions in the wilderness the next day.

This was the point that many of us considered
leaving the most. The thought of spending a
full 24 hours by yourself was seen as
unbearable. Although, it was not. We were all
pitched up close enough to one another's' self
made tarpaulin tents, that we could comfort
one another and ended up having a brilliant
time!
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Outward Bound Classic Course

Day 13: 1 woke up truly refreshed from a night in the wilderness, and returned to base to have a free afternoon and evening
session.

Day 14: Again, the day was passed with fun team building activities in both the morning and evening sessions. Today, |
realised just how much my Spanish and French had progressed in real life situations, which proved all the effort
was worthwhile!

Day 15: We ventured into the hills for our last day preparations to what the entire course had been building to... "The Final
Expedition”.

Day 16: We discussed as a team and planned the route for our final expedition - which consisted of 60 km walking with
extremely heavy rucksacks on, over all sorts of terrain.

Days Probably the hardest days of my life physically, but by far the most exhilarating and enjoyable of the course. Not
17, 18, one day passed by without an injury or two, but we all battled on strenuously to what can only be described as such
19, 20: arewarding finish...

Day 21: We went into Fort William for the day to do some shopping and site-seeing! But the afternoon was by far the best,
as we got dressed up to participate in our own Highland Games Competition! Brilliant! In the evening, we received
our course badges and certificates, and performed a presentation based on the whole course - in front of the other
clans.

Day 22: By far the saddest day for everyone. The hardest ordeal of the course was not having to participate in all the
physical and mental challenges that we had succeeded in, but to say farewell to all the new friends that we had
made and spent three weeks together with. Not at all easy for all of us, but we still keep in touch nowadays, and our
reunions are always special and worthwhile!

Gregor Watt 5C1

i

we scal ed the rock| | face of Ben
clawed our way up all 1,344 metres of the North face,

to experience the breath-taking views at the summit of

t he marvell ous spectacle! |t was

The Credit Union is now back in school! During Monday lunchtimes, existing account holders can deposit ‘
money. S1 pupils will be able to register for accounts on 23 November. S2 and S3 pupils will be able to \
register from 30 November onwards. The Credit Union is a great way for pupils to start saving money, and ‘
we are keen for as many pupils as possible to experience this rewarding process. ‘

The Knitting Club needs wool! If you have any unwanted
wool at home please send it in to school. We are always
looking for new colours and textures and are starting to
make Christmas cards this week, so even very small
quantities will be appreciated.
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Employability Skills—The Way Forward

As you are aware in previous years all pupils within West Dunbartonshire schools took part in a one-week Work Experience
Programme at some point in their 4th year. Pupils selected a placement from a central database or had the option of finding

a ‘self-found’ placement. It was difficult to place all S4 pupils into meaningful placements due to a lack of suitable, quality

opportunities.

An evaluation of this Work Experience Programme was undertaken by both West Dunbartonshire Council and nationally.
The outcome of both outlined the need for a restructuring of the programme to better ensure that employability skills were
better embedded and more relevant to pupils.

As a result we are considering, a new Employability Skil
Programme.

A
v

The benefits of the new Employability Skills Programme are:

More flexibility

Better timing — avoiding exam/prelim times

The quality of the experience

Better suited to individual pupils’ needs

Strong links to A Curriculum for Excellence - Personalisation and Choice
Improved partnership working within the employment sector

Pupils can gain Employability Skills via:

Participation in VVocational Programmes

PSHE classes

Information/workshops provided by Careers Scotland

Employment e.g. part time jobs

SQA units such as Enterprise and Employability at Access 3, Int 1 and Int 2 level

v

<
<

This year the programme will begin with:
. S4 Summer Leavers — delivery will be flexible to better accommodate individual schools and pupils needs.
Next year S5 will be added:

. S5 Winter leavers (Aug/Dec)
S5 Summer Leavers (All Year)

Advantages of this new timescale are:

It reduces the numbers seeking the experience in each year thus improving personalisation and choice
It reduces disruption in S4 at a time when some schools are preparing for exams

It allows the experience to be varied depending on the needs and maturity of the year group

It should allow more pupils to achieve accreditation by SQA at an appropriate level

It is clear that research has shown that a more appropriate method of delivering Employability Experiences would be
beneficial to our young people. We believe that our proposed model will allow pupils to gain the skills required for
transition into work.

A
v
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IT you are considering
leaving at the end of S4
it is now time to inform
your schools work
experience co-ordinator,
Mrs Russell (Room
E1.08) (if you are unsure
who this is inform your
pastoral care teacher).

It is important that we
get this information as
soon as possible to
ensure that we find you
a placement that is most
suited to your needs and
in an area of employment
that you are interested
in.

It would be good if you
have an idea of what you
would like to do when
you leave school.

-2 S5 Summer Leavers (All) Year)

ISSUE 3
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Auschwitz

Since 1988 the Lessons From Auschwitz Project has taken 2 senior pupils every year from a number of
schools to let them experience Auschwitz at first hand so that we will never forget the atrocities that were
committed there. I‘

This year Lucy Elder (S5) and Paul McRae (S6), both from Clydebank High, took part in the day-long trip. A
full newspaper report was printed in last month’s Newsletter. These are Lucy and Paul’s versions of events.  polocaust Educational’

On arriving at Auschwitz, I was immediately overwhelmed by the horrors of the concentration
camp. Auschwitz was much larger than | thought it would have been, stretching far out across a
vast area of land. When we entered the museum | was shocked by the horrific artefacts,
particularly the shaved hair of the inmates and the mountain of prosthetic limbs. They are images
that | donét think | will ever forget.

However, one of the most striking images in Auschwitz, in my opinion, was the photographs of the
i nmates. When | | ooked at the pictures
could not understand how the Nazis could treat people in such a cruel way simply because they
had different beliefs.

Visiting Auschwitz was one of the most
that | was given the opportunity to go. | now understand the importance of remembering those
who died in Auschwitz and ensuring that the Holocaust is never repeated.

Lucy Elder S5

Arriving at the Nazi death camp | was unsure as to what | would expect to feel; whether | would feel
shocked or humbled. Getting off the plane created a tense nervousness, | guess at this stage everyone
was feeling the same as | was: unsure as to what to expect and what to feel. We boarded our bus and
began our hour long journey to Auschweisium named Auschwitz by the Nazis when they occupied
Poland in 1939. on the way to the first camp it was abnormal to take in the sights of the newly
modernised Polish motorways with brand new laid roads. | must admit at this stage in the journey the
nerves were building up in me. Arriving in Auschweisium town we went to the site of the great
synagogue which was burned down by the Nazis, simply just a grassy plain, with few trees. We went for
a brief service in the last remaining Polish synagogue led by Rabbi Barry Marcus, showing us items of
the Jewish faith, used for the services, soon proceeding on our journey.

A few minutes later after going through a small Polish village which still looked as though it belonged

in a 19306s or 10406s backdrop, draped in war
villages not much has changed since the days of the was. Auschwitz One was the Polish army barracks

taken over by the Nazi army when they invaded Poland. Being in Auschwitz One was the weirdest

experience of the day as it was simply a muse
the site of the execution wall draped in peop
and killed in this horrific place by their oppressors. On route to the gas chamber in the concentration

camp we say the gall ows which was directly ne

Commandant Rudolf Hoess had a young son, who was said to be frequently playing out in the garden
directly next to the horrific place of the holocaust.

I  ———,
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Auschwitz

off the coaches and walked underneath the guardhouse, having a swift look back to

find a family ploughing the filed directly across from the guardhouse. This image was

frightening as people were continuing normal day to day life next to this horror of the

past, | never felt that way in terms of humbleness before, as | was just unaware asto ~ Hetcaust Educational’
how anyone could actually have a normal life next to such a horrible place and the

hatred of one man, and the devastation he created. Inside the wires we went to one of the sleeping
barracks that so many people o6livedd in. Thi
that | have never felt before. Inside the long wooden cabin I felt physically drained, | felt weak, it was
the weirdest and possible the most horrible feeling | have ever felt in my life. | could feel the pain and
the suffering that the people in the hut went through. At the end of the day we assembled at the
monument laid at the back of the camp, a whole kilometre at least from the guardhouse. Rabbi Barry
Marcus again addressed the crowd that gathered in front of the monument, leading a service in
remembrance of the 6 million dead Jewish people who died because of Hitler and his hatred of the
Jewish faith. We lit candles and placed them on the rail-track which was the place where so many
people ended their final journey before being shipped to the gas chambers of to the barracks.

We left the first camp and went to the further horrifying Auschwitz Birkenau. We got A

Going to such a place as Auschwitz changed who | am, in terms of thinking about things . . . . that in the
last century someone like Hitler did such a thing to helpless people simply because of their faith makes
me think why? Why did this happen? Why did he do it in the first place? And it makes me think about
the horrors that can happen if they are left to, such as the goings on in current affairs, with soldiers in
Irag and Afghanistan fighting the was against terror. Auschwitz is certainly a place where you can find
something out about yourself, and also about the suffering that was faced by the Jewish people and it
makes you wonder as to why it ever happened.

Paul McRae S6
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CLYDEBANK HIGH SCHOOL

Janetta Street
Clydebank
G81 3EJ
Phone: 0141 533 3000

Fax: 0141 533 3039
E-mail: schooloffice@clydebank.w-dunbarton.sch.uk
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Official Opening Ceremony

6 Commi t ment

Tuesday 17 November saw the official opening of the new Clydebank High
School. An audience of almost 200 people attended. It was an extremely
positive event with and excellent contribution from the pupils and staff of the

Music Department. Below are some of the many comments we have received
from guests.

0

the invitation to
«Many thanks for
last niyght’s event. We thoroughly

Wedre on t

clydebankhigh.org.uk

i ches,
«] enjoyed the spee
the pjup'l\s and the food
informative @
is attending such a i
School as Clydebank

Dates for your Diary

enjoyed the evening”

Thursday 26 November

S2 Tracking Reports issued

Wednesday 9 December

S4 Prelims start

Thursday 10 December

S1 Tracking Reports issued

Thursday 17 December

Christmas Concert

Friday 18 December

S4 Prelims end

Monday 21 December

Christmas Disco

Tuesday 22 December

Christmas Service

Thursday 24 December

Holidays start

Thursday 7 January

School opens




