
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Welcome to a very belated 

second Newsletter for this 

session. This delay has 

been caused by the 

production of 2 other 

documents for your 

information and 

enjoyment. The first of 

these is the schoolôs 

Summary Improvement 

Plan, outlining our main 

points for action in session 

2009/2010. The second is 

the Annual Report To 

Parents, which is really a 

look back at session 

2008/2009 in the form of 

photographs. This second 

document is so big that we 

have been unable to email 

it to you! However, it can 

be found on the schoolôs 

website at: 

www.clydebankhigh.org.uk 

I do recommend this to 

you as it makes for very 

light reading while at the 

same time reminding you 

of some of the highlights 

of last sessionôs calendar. 

Of course, all documents 

are posted on our website 

so you can also find our 

full School Improvement 

Plan there as well as the 

Summary Improvement 

Plan. 

Remember: If we have 

your email address, we 

will email everything to 

you personally. Just pass 

this information to us and 

we will add you to our list 

of contacts. More than 

50% of our parents are 

now receiving 

communications from the 

school in this way. 

However, if you prefer, 

we are also happy to print 

off paper copies of any 

documentation for you. 

Again, just let us know 

and we will pass paper 

copies of Newsletters and 

any other items to your 

son/daughter. As I said 

above, all documents are 

posted on our website at 
www.clydebankhigh.org.uk  

Please feed back to us 

about how well this 

system is working. We are 

trying to set up a system 

that facilitates 

communication between 

school and home. We 

need to know if it is not 

working out! 
 

Stewart Young  

Head Teacherôs Letter 

School-Home Communication . . .  and Apologies 

More than 50% of our 

parents are now receiving 

important communications 

from the school by email. 

This is a very encouraging 

situation for us: it is 

quicker, it is more 

environmentally friendly, 

it is cheaper, it gives you 

better quality because you 

are actually receiving 

colour copies as opposed 

to plain black and white. 

However, we have had a 

few glitches along the 

way. This has tended to be 

a result of the school using 

the cc heading instead of 

the bcc heading, revealing 

everyoneôs email 

addresses to everyone 

else. I can only apologise 

profusely for this and 

guarantee that it will not 

happen again. I suppose 

that there are often 

teething issues at the start 

of any initiative but this 

breach of confidentiality is 

very upsetting. 
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Official School Opening 

The official opening of the new school will take place on Tuesday, 17th November. This is a 

formal event, organised by WDC and attended by local dignitaries. If there are any spare 

places for interested parents, I will certainly let you know. 

http://www.clydebankhigh.org.uk/
http://www.clydebankhigh.org.uk/


I have talked a lot over the years about 

the history of Clydebank High School 

and the service that the school has 

delivered to the town of Clydebank. I 

am delighted to report that a particular 

group of FPs is now returning the 

favour by giving the school a great deal 

of help. The people in question all 

graduated from Clydebank High just 

over 50 years ago.  

 

Here is what they are doing to help us: 

The group had a reunion dinner 

in September and passed on a 

very generous cheque to the 

school fund. 

One of their number, Mr Bob 

Macnab, is going to be the guest 

of honour at our official school 

opening on 17th November and 

say a few words on the schoolôs 

behalf. 

One of their number, Mr Drew 

McGhie, has undertaken a 

massive project to produce a 

book that consists of all of the 

magazines (yearbooks) from the 

1950s i.e. 1950-1959. The end 

result is a 

fascinating social 

history of the 

period that will be 

of huge interest to 

anyone who was 

involved in 

Clydebank High 

School at that 

time. This book is now available 

to buy at a cost of £16. Orders 

can be made in the first instance 

by contacting Mrs Diane Cramb 

in the school office on 0141 530 

3000. This would make a 

fantastic birthday or Christmas 

present for anyone connected 

with the school. I thoroughly 

recommend it to you. 

 Although the book contains 

the material from the 1950s 

magazines, it has been 

completely re-printed so 

it is tremendously fresh 

and modern looking. 

Drew McGhie has put a 

huge amount of effort 

into this book. Please 

support him and his 

colleagues by buying it! 

Any profit made will be 

handed over to Clydebank High 

School where it will be used to 

finance some new school 

awards. 
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History, Enterprise, Fund Raising  

òall graduated from Clydebank 

High just over 50 years ago 
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                                        Clydebank High School Magazines 

1950 
- 

1959 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£16 

To order contact School Office : 0141 533 3000 
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5 - 14 Attainment  

In the next column you will find details of our 

attainment at Level E by the end of S2 in June 2009, 

according to the 5-14 assessment system. Please note 

the following : 
 

These results, while not our best, are 

nonetheless reasonable overall. 
 

In addition to achieving Level E, some of our 

pupils actually went on to achieve Level F 

which is the highest level possible and is 

equivalent to a Credit grade at Standard Grade  

 

In Reading 52% of pupils progressed well 

from primary ; in Writing 55% ; in Maths 43%. 

We need to continue to push all pupils to 

ensure a higher rate of meaningful progression 

in S1/S2. 
 

This Level E and Level F data only refers to 

our most able pupils. Many of our less able 

pupils actually make significant progress at 

other levels. 

SQA Attainment 
As you know, our attainment last 

session was its best ever. This year we 

are continuing to push S4-S6 pupils as 

hard as we can to make sure that they do 

not let themselves down. So many life 

opportunities are created by strong SQA 

examination results. Here is a summary 

of what we are doing to maximise 

attainment this session: 
 

Individual mentoring:  
 

S4 : members of the Senior 

Management Team are supporting 

pupils who seem not to be achieving as 

they should 

S5 : individual support meetings are 

made by Mrs Sharman Muir, formerly 

Head Teacher of Vale Of Leven 

Academy, with pupils who are again 

underperforming 

S6 : Mrs Grumball and Mr Young are 

working with pupils who are struggling 

to make a reasonable level of 

commitment to work and the school 
 

Tree Of Knowledge: 
 

An outside company is coming into 

school again this year (30th October), as 

in previous years, to work with S4 

pupils to help them prepare for their 

prelims in December. Specific work will 

be done on study technique. 

 

As every year, the school is offering a 

full programme of Supported Study, as 

of now, at both Standard Grade and 

Higher levels.  This session we are also 

adding some sessions for S3 pupils. 

This programme allows pupils to attend 

extra after-school classes where they 

can focus on the more difficult aspects 

of the course to date. It is a great way to 

revise effectively! The details are in the 

grid opposite.  Make sure that your child 

attends! Do not accept any excuses! 
 

If your son/daughter is in S4 and is 

about to sit prelim examinations, please 

follow this advice.  
 

The Standard Grade prelims which start 

on Wednesday 9 December are fast 

approaching.  If your son/daughter is in 

S4, these examinations are incredibly 

important. 
 

They provide practice for the 

actual Standard Grades in May. 
 

They provide a fallback position 

in case for some reason we have to 

appeal for a pupil who does not 

perform well in the May 

examinations. 
 

The results are used as the basis 

for S5 subject choice. 
 

As parents/guardians, now answer these 

questions honestly: 
 

Is your son/daughter working 

hard? 

 

Is he/she doing all his/her 

homework? 

 

Does he/she have a study plan? 

 

Is he/she revising work from S3 

and S4? 

 

Were you happy with the contents 

of the Interim Monitoring?  
 

Your answer to all of these questions 

should be a resounding YES!  If not, 

your son/daughter has to get down to 

work without delay. 

Please provide your son/daughter with all 

the support he/she needs at this crucial 

point in his/her school career.  If you 

have any doubts about any homework or 

study-related issue, please contact your 

childôs Pastoral Care teacher to ask for 

clarification. 
 

Finally, how do you know that your 

son/daughter is working hard?  Check for 

yourself! Donôt take his/her word for it! 
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Departmental Supported Study 
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Date Standard Grade Time Higher Time 

          

Thurs 22nd Oct 09 English 3.30pm Computing 3.30pm 

Tues   27th Oct 09 Modern Languages 3.30pm Physics / Biology 3.30pm 

Thurs 29th Oct 09 Maths 3.30pm Modern Languages 3.30pm 

Tues  03rd Nov 09 Computing 3.30pm R.E /Soc Sub 3.30 pm 

Thurs 05th Nov 09 Chemistry 3.30pm Admin /Bus Man 3.30 pm 

Tues 10th Nov 09 S5/6 Parents Evening 

Thurs 12th Nov 09 Social Subjects 3.30pm Chemistry 3.30 pm 

  Mon 16th Nov 09 English 3.30pm English 3.30 pm 

Tues 17th Nov 09 Physics / Biology 3.30pm Maths 3.30 pm 

Thurs 19th Nov 09 Maths 3.30pm Admin/Bus Mangnt 3.30 pm 

Tues 24th  Nov 09 Computing                I  3.30pm Physics /Biology 3.30 pm 

Thurs 26th Nov 09 Admin                       I  3.30pm Maths 3.30 pm 

Tues  01st Dec 09 Maths 3.30pm Comp / Chem 3.30 pm 

Thurs 03rd Dec 09 Computing/PE 3.30pm Modern Languages 3.30 pm 

Tues  08th Dec 09 Social Subjects 3.30pm Maths 3.30 pm 

9th ï18th  Dec 09 S4 Prelims   S4 Prelims   

Tues 12th  Jan 10 Admin/Bus Man 3.30pm RE /Comp/Soc Su 3.30pm 

Thurs 14th Jan 10 McCrone Meeting 3.30pm McCrone Meeting 3.30pm 

Tues 19th Jan 10 All Subjects/All levels 3.30pm Catch Up Night for any outstanding session to date 
Please consult G. Rae 

Thurs 21stJan 10 Modern  Languages 3.30pm Admin/Bus Ma /RE  I 3.30pm 

Tues  26thJan 10 Physics / Biology 3.30pm Mod Languages       I 3.30pm 

 Thu   28th Jan 10 Chemistry                 I  3.30pm  I  Physics /Biology      I 3.30pm 

 Mon  01st Feb 10 English 3.30pm  English 3.30pm 

Tues  02nd  Feb 10 Maths 3.30pm  Chemistry/PE 3.30pm 

Thurs 05th  Feb 10 Social Subjects 3.30pm  English 3.30pm 

Tues  9th  Feb 10 Mid Term Holiday   Mid Term Holiday   

Thu   11th  Feb  10 Modern Languages 3.30pm  S5/6 Prelims   

Mon   15th Feb 10 3rd Yr  English 3.30pm 3rd Yr  Physics 3.30pm 

Tues  16th  Feb 10 Maths 3.30pm Chemistry 3.30pm 

Wed   17th Feb 10 3rd Yr  Biology /PE 3.30pm 3rd Yr  HE 3.30pm 

Thurs 18
th 

 Feb 10 Physics / Biology 3.30pm Maths 3.30pm 

Mon    22nd Feb 10 3rd Yr Mod Langs 3.30pm 3rd Yr Bus /Admin 3.30pm 

Tues  23rd  Feb 10 English / H.E. 3.30pm Physics / Biology 3.30pm 

Wed   24th Feb  10 3rd Yr Maths 3.30pm 3rd Yr Computing 3.30pm 

Thu 25th Feb 10 S1 Parents Evening 3.45pm S1 Parents Evening 3.45pm 

Mon 01 Mar 10 McCrone Meeting 3.30pm McCrone Meeting 3.30pm 

Tue 2nd Mar 10 Modern Languages 3.30pm Social Subjects/PE 3.30pm 

Wed 03rd Mar 10 3rd Yr Chemistry 3.30pm 3rd Yr Soc Subs 3.30pm 

Thu   04th Mar 10 Chemistry /PE 3.30pm Admin Bus Man 3.30pm 

Mon 8th Mar 10 3rd Yr English 3.30pm 3rd Yr Computing 3.30pm 

Tue  09thMar 10 Physics /Biology 3.30pm Soc Subjects/RE 3.30pm 

Wed 10th Mar 10 3rd Yr PE /HE 3.30pm 3rd Yr Chemistry 3.30pm 

Thu  11th Mar 10 Social Subjects 3.30pm Chemistry 3.30pm 

Mon 15th Mar 10 3rd Yr Maths 3.30pm 3rd Yr Biology 3.30pm 

Tue 16th Mar 10 S2 Parents Evening 3.45pm S2 Parents Evening 3.45pm 

Wed 17th Mar 10 3rd Yr Soc Subs 3.30pm 3rd Yr Physics 3.30pm 

Thurs 18th Mar 10 Bus Man/Admin 3.30pm English 3.30pm 

W/B 22nd Mar 10 All Subjects/All Lev-   Any Outstanding Session in 
Consultation with G. Rae 

3.30pm 
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Below you will see a list of our S6 leavers from May 2009 along with the name of the course that they have started.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

them all! What is 

particularly pleasing 

is that our leavers are 

no longer content 

with general Arts and 

Science degrees. They 

are much more 

ambitious than that, 

in some cases aiming 

for and getting into 

the most demanding 

courses of all. Please 

note that this list does 

not contain our S5 

pupils or any of those 

who went to college. 
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S6 Leavers 

Name Institute Course Placed 

Greg Allan Herriot Watt Sport and Exercise Science 

Stephanie Allan Glasgow School of Art Design - Textiles 

Lynnsey Anderson Strathclyde Natural Sciences(b) 

Sarah Bradley Glasgow Caledonian Marketing 

Claire Bryceland Glasgow Spanish/Public Policy 

Stephen Buchanan Glasgow Caledonian Marketing 

Callum Cairney Strathclyde Marketing 

Jaclyn Cameron Glasgow Mathematics and Statistics 

Rebecca Campbell Strathclyde Applied Music 

Nicola Carlisle Glasgow Physics 

Heather Church Glasgow Caledonian Marketing 

Sam Gibson Glasgow Physics with Astrophysics 

Stuart Gough Strathclyde Finance 

Alasdair Gray Strathclyde Law and Psychology 

Jordan Halley University West of Scotland Psychology 

Mark Hughes University West of Scotland Sport Development 

Craig Kerrigan Glasgow Caledonian Computer Aided Mechanical         
Engineering 

Adrian Knight College Business Management 

Stacey Leishman Glasgow Applied Mathematics and Statistics 

Jillian Lowe Glasgow Physiology and Sports Science 

Emma Maley Glasgow Caledonian Computing (Web Systems              
Development) 

Ryan Maley Strathclyde Civil Engineering with Environmental 
Management (e) 

Alastair Manderson Glasgow Economics 

Lorna Masson Glasgow Film & Television Studies/Theatre 
Studies 

Michael McDonald Glasgow Psychology 

Declan McGeachy University West of Scotland Computer Games Development 

Craig McKirdy Strathclyde Chemical Engineering 

Christopher McPherson Strathclyde Chemistry with Drug Discovery 

Rachael Mersey Strathclyde Biological Sciences (c) 

Calum Morrison Strathclyde Civil Engineering (e) 

Andrew Napier Strathclyde Business Enterprise 

Kirstie Nicholson Glasgow Primary Teaching 

Billy Riddick Glasgow Aeronautical Engineering 

Nikole Runciman Glasgow Medicine 

Robyn Steen University West of Scotland Pharmaceutical Science 

Rose Thompson University West of Scotland Forensic Science 

Darren Wilkie Glasgow Caledonian Mechatronics 

Kirsty Wright Glasgow Marine & Freshwater Biology 



As you will know already from previous 

Newsletters, one of the aims of the new 

Curriculum For Excellence is to 

promote the 4 capacities in our young 

people i.e. support our pupils to be 

ñsuccessful learnersò, ñconfident 

individualsò, ñeffective contributorsò 

and ñ responsible citizensò.                                    

As a school, we are trying to use 

participation in our clubs and activities 

to promote the 4 capacities. It was with 

this in mind that the Ski Club, along 

with Mrs Cummings, organised the first 

annual inter-schools ski race at 

Bearsden Ski Club on 19th September.  

The whole event was organised by the 

schoolôs ski club members who also 

represented the school in the 

competition.  In all, 16 schools took part 

and the event was fully covered by the 

Milngavie and Bearsden Herald. The 

races included a knockout dual slalom 

and individual, pair and team events for 

all levels of ability. The day was aimed 

at all young skiers ranging from 

intermediates, racers or pupils who 

simply go on family or school ski trips. 

Separate races were run for the various 

standards of skiers in novices, 

recreational and racers categories. One 

of the highlights was a training session 

in which youngsters went through gates 

as quickly as possible. The team relay 

race also proved popular with each team 

made up of skiers of different abilities. 

The Clydebank High winners were: 
 

Novice Boys Event: 3rd place  
 

Patryck McNeil (3B2) 

 
 

Relay Event: 1st place team member  
 

Joanne Dempster (1A1)  

 

2nd place team members  
 

Robbie Henry (1D2)  

Calum Love (4C1). 
 

Congratulations to our winners but also 

to all our participants in general who 

were undoubtedly great ambassadors for 

the school as well as achieving within 

the 4 capacities through all the work 

that they did to make this day such a 

success. 
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The 4 Capacities 
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CLYDEBANK HIGH PUPILS LINED UP AT THE SLOPES 
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The name ñAuschwitzò is one that strikes fear and horror into the heart of anyone who has studied recent European history. Yet the 

place has a huge attraction for many of us. Somehow we are mesmerised by the gruesome events that took place there. Since 1988 

the Lessons From Auschwitz Project has taken 2 senior pupils every year from a number of schools to let them experience 

Auschwitz at first hand so that we will never forget the atrocities that were committed there. 

This year Lucy Elder (S5) and Paul McRae (S6), both from Clydebank High, took part in the day-long trip. A full newspaper report 

is printed below. In the next Newsletter you will be able to read Lucy and Paulôs own version of events. 
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Auschwitz 
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òa chilling reminder of the 

people who couldnõt be free 

until they diedõ 
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Auschwitz 

òschoolchildren were 

stunned into silence by 

what they saw at 

Auschwitzõ 


